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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Applicant has amended claims 9 and 10. No claims have been cancelled or 
added. Thus, claims 1-10 remain pending and are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 20 July 2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Baum et al [US 7,103,583] and Sansone 
etal[US 5,008,827]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 6, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baum et al [US Patent 7,103,583] in view of Sansone et al [US 
Patent 5,008,827]. 

As per claims 1 and 5, Baum et al discloses a first table of postal tariffs relative 
to postal products and services and a processing unit for updating these postal tariffs, 
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wherein said RAM further comprises a second table of postal tariffs and said 
processing unit comprises means for comparing said postal tariffs of the first and 
second tables [col 7, lines 36-61; col 6, lines 14-17]. Baum et al does not explicitly 
disclose emitting to the operator of the franking system a message alerting to the 
expiration of tariffs when a date of application of said postal tariffs of said second table 
is identical to or earlier than a desired date of franking and when one of said compared 
postal tariffs has been changed. However, Baum et al discloses sending an instruction 
to communicate an update to a tariff table is the table is not up-to-date [col 8, lines 53- 
62]. Further, Sansone discloses checking for compliance with postal rules and 
regulations to determine that the unit has the last, and most recent, rates programmed 
into the local user unit [col 9, lines 45-50]. Sansone further discloses that that the 
status of local registers are checked and an alarm condition raised if an anomaly is 
detected [col 8, lines 54-67]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention of Baum et al to 
include the method disclosed by Sansone et al so that the postal service does not lose 
revenue. 

As per claim 2, Baum et al further discloses wherein said second table of postal 
tariffs is loaded in the franking system at a periodicity defined by the Postal Service [col 
9, lines 22-25]. 

As per claim 3, Baum et al further discloses wherein said second table of postal 
tariffs is loaded in the franking system from a remote resetting centre [col 3, lines 6-7]. 
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As per claim 6, Baum et al further discloses wherein the new postal data are 
stored at the location of the current postal data when the operator has accepted the 
updating of these postal data [col 4, lines 12-22]. 

As per claim 7, Baum et al further discloses wherein the current postal data are 
stored in a blank part of the RAM, to be kept for control purposes [col 6, lines 14-17]. 

As per claim 8, Baum et al does not disclose wherein the emission of the 
message alerting to the expiration of tariffs is inhibited by the operator except for the 
first such message after the franking system has been put into operation. However, 
Sansone et al discloses alarming an operator as to out of date fee schedule and the 
data is only changed after the check [col 8, lines 54-67]. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
invention of Baum et al to include the method disclosed by Sansone so that a user is 
not undercharged for a particular mail piece. 

As per claim 9, Baum et al discloses wherein the postal data comprise postal 
Tariffs [col 8, lines 53-55]. 

As per claim 10, Baum et al further discloses wherein the postal data comprise 
postal products and services [col 8, lines 53-55]. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baum et 
al [US Patent 7,103,583] in view of Sansone et al [US Patent 5,008,827], as applied to 
claim 1 , and in further view of Bass et al [US 6,041 ,31 9]. 

As per claim 4, wherein said second table of postal tariffs is loaded in the 
franking system whenever credit is reloaded. However, Bass et al. does disclose that 
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variations to the billing methods of the system may be made depending on the specific 
needs or practical application of a particular embodiment. (Col. 8, 
lines 1-25). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to perform the comparison between use and system 
databases and update rate tables during the times when a connection is made to add 
credit to the franking system. The motivation for this embodiment would that a 
connection (through a phone number, modem or otherwise) has already been made 
between the customer and service to add credit to the franking system and in light of 
convenience, efficiency, and in order to be sure the proper rates are always 
present on the customer system it would be obvious to transfer updated rate tables at 
the same time. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shannon S. Saliard whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5587. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
as follows: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-5587 [Informal/ Draft Communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
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Hand delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window, 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Shannon S Saliard 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3628 
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